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| From the Director’s Desk:
|  Gratitude and Grand Events
in 2026

A Heartfelt Thank You: First and
foremost, we want to extend a
sincere thank you to our incredible
community. Your generosity during
our year-end adppeal has been truly
inspiring. Because of your kindness
and support, the North Wales Area
Library can continue to be a vibrant,
free resource for learning and
connection. We simply could not
write our story without you.

Save the Date:

6th Annual Taste of Montgomery:
Before the curtain rises on our galaq,
join us for a local favorite! The 6th
Annual Taste of Montgomery
returns to St. Rose of Lima on April
9th. Come sip, sample, and socialize
with the best local vendors while
supporting a great cause.

https://givebutter.com/c/tUzStc
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‘ Visit our Website!

7 www.northwaleslibrary.org
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2026 Page to Broadway Gala: Get
. ready for a standing ovation! We are
‘ thrilled to announce our 2026

signhature event, the Page to
/ Broadway Gala, taking place on
/ September 24th at the historic
‘ Joseph Ambler Inn. We are bringing |
the magic of the "Great White Way" ﬁ
~ right to North Wales and are looking .
X
to partner with talented community
members to provide dazzling
entertainment for the evening.
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https://givebutter.com/c/BroadwayB
ound

Sponsorships: Opportunities are
available now for businesses and
V individuals who want to take center
| stage in supporting the library.
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/- Thank you for your continued
support. We look forward to seeing
you at The North Wales Area Library
in 2026! X
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Follow us on Social media

f
©

https://www.facebook.com/
NorthWalesArealibrary

https://www.instagram.com/
northwalesarealibrary/



https://www.northwaleslibrary.org/
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https://www.facebook.com/NorthWalesAreaLibrary
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https://www.instagram.com/northwalesarealibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/northwalesarealibrary/

LEADERSHIP

Hi there, Hello
The Friends of the North Wales Library 1S i
a dedicated grouP of volunteers who help

ams, collections, and am deep|

support library progr
special events throud

_Qur efforts m
ns of all ages.
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the Library Group, pled
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From,
The Friends of NWAL

We love & thank
our local vendors }
who support the &
NWAL! Please
check them out!
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Maria Semple

EVENING BOOK CLUB
WHERE’D YOU GO, BERNADETTE
BY MARIA SEMPLE

FEBRUARY 17™" @ 7:00PM

=

DV ZARDI GRAS

........

COOKBOOK CLUB

MARDI GRAS TO MISTLETOE
(COMPILED RECIPES)

FEBRUARY 23%° @ 6:30PM

FEBRUARY 2026

. Book
I g Cl“bs

BOOKS CAN BE PURCHASED STARTING AT $10.

A N3
' “ HAZEL PRIOR ) i
L T e e—— ‘§Q
DAYTIME.BOOK CLUB s
HOW THE PENGUINS SAVED VERONICA
BY HAZEL PRIOR

' FEBRUARY 18™ @ 2:00PM



gl T,
CE] "
? -
’ - !
' -~ g
., S v
. / il ¥/
i~
=, ] \ e
~ r’\
E
- =
fmmd 4
X 4

-
LARS AND THE REAL GIRL DEAR JOHN

February 6™ February 13*
PG-13, 1 hr 46 min PG-13, 1 hr 48 min

= ~? Letters
' @3 “uliet

V/ {

LETTERS TO JULIET THE NUTEBUUK

February 20" February 27"
PG, 1 hr 45 min PG-13, 2 hr 3 min

North Wales Area



Library staff share their favorite reads with the perfect drink to match
This month, our Director, Jennifer pairs a haunting folk horror tale
with two moody beverages that capture the book's chilling atmosphere.

%& pw% ‘YW AtNWAL s 7

The Book: Dark Sisters Y Blackberry Bramble Ritual
by Kristi DeMeester A dark, earthy cocktail with a
’ mysterious edge
Ingredients:

2 0z gin, 1 oz fresh lemon juice, ¥z oz
simple syrup, 1 oz blackberry
liqgueur
(Chambord), Fresh blackberries and
a sprig of rosemary for garnish
Instructions:

Fill a rocks glass with crushed ice.
Shake gin, lemon juice, and simple
syrup with ice, then strain over the
crushed ice. Slowly pour blackberry
liqueur over the top to create a
dark, layered effect. Garnish with
blackberries and rosemary.

In this unsettling exploration of sisterhood and survival,
DeMeester weaves a dark tale of family secrets, cult rituals,
and the dangerous bonds between women. When sisters are
drawn into a mysterious community with sinister intentions,
the line between devotion and destruction blurs. Perfect for
fans of folk horror and atmospheric literary fiction, Dark

: g . : Why this pairing: The dark berr
Sisters will leave you questioning the price of belonging. ./ P £ .

tones mirror the book's ominous
atmosphere, while the herbal
rosemary nods to the folk magic
and ritual elements woven
throughout the story.

Genre: Folk Horror, Literary Fiction
Mood: Dark, atmospherie, unsettling
Content Note: Contains mature themes

Midnight Garden Spritz
A refreshing yet moody mocktail
Ingredients:
3 oz black tea (chilled), 2 oz grape juice, 1 oz fresh lemon juice, Sparkling water, Fresh thyme and frozen
grapes for garnish
Instructions:
Combine chilled black tea, grape juice, and lemon juice in a glass with ice. Top with sparkling water.
Garnish with a sprig of thyme and frozen grapes.

Why this pairing: The deep, dark color reflects the book's shadowy themes, while the herbal thyme
connects to the natural, earthy folk horror elements that make this story so haunting.



—READ —
THIS NEXT...

Some suggested nexte I'CildS fOI‘ y()l.l.

Loved Dark Sisters by Kristi DeMeester?
If the haunting folk horror and complex sisterhood in Dark Sisters
captivated you, try this read next:

The Invited by Jennifer McMahon
A couple building their dream home on land with a dark history
finds themselves haunted by the ghosts of accused witches. Like
Dark Sisters, this novel weaves folk magic, female persecution,
and supernatural dread into an atmospheric tale. Why you'll love
it: Folk horror roots, historical witch trials, and women's stories
demanding to be heard.

Loved The Stolen Queen by Fiona Davis?
A modern-day curator at the Met Cloisters investigates the
mysterious disappearance of an Egyptian artifact while
uncovering the dangerous secrets of the female pharaoh female
Pharaoh Hathor-Kare. try this next:

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict &

The

STOLEN
QLEEN;
v vork 1 : Victoria Christopher Murray

Follow Belle da Costa Greene, J.P. Morgan's personal librarian,
who hid her African American heritage to become one of the most

powerful women in New York's art world. Like The Stolen Queen,
this novel combines art history, secrets, and a woman navigating a
world that underestimates her. Why you'll love it: Art world
intrigue, hidden identities, and a fierce woman protecting what
she's built.
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Love Letters & Legacy

Discovering family history, one story at a time.

A Monthly Series with our Director...using her own family history
My grandmother passed this year and | was gifted their early love notes.

This Month's Letter: March & April 1947 - Young Love
What | Learned: Even small details in family letter reveal so much about daily life,
relationships, and the values of previous generations. This letter showed me.

This Month's Challenge: Use Ancestry at NWAL

Simple genealogy task -"Find one ancestor's military
record" or "Discover where your grandparents were in 1947"

In 1947, as the world moved out of the shadow of World War
Il and into the uncertainty of the Cold War, a quiet love
story began to unfold through the mail. My grandfather, an
18-year-recruit, was being transferred between Naval bases
across the United States, while my grandmother, just 15
years old, waited back home.

Pouring over their letters has revealed small, intimate
details | never knew. | discovered that my grandmother,
whom I’'d always known as “Jean”, originally spelled her
name “Jeanne”. Likewise, my grandfather, “Edmund” or “Ed” to our family, was called "Eddie"
or "Edge" by his sweetheart. Their deep affection was evident even in the earliest days of
their relationship. In March of 1947, he wrote to his:

“My Dearest Jeanne,

I’'m writing this letter because | seem to have you on my mind all the time.

Even though you are only 15 and | have only been out with you twice | get to like you more
and more. In a couple of more weeks | can truthfully say that | love you and mean it.”

She was just as captivated, writing back to her:

ancestry Al



Love Letters & Legacy

Discovering family history, one story at a time.

“Eddie Darling,

I just finished reading your letter Honey and I’'m getting lonesome for you again, although

that is nothing queer to me. | don’t know if you’ll believe me or not but | was lonesome for
you already after the first night we met.”

Beyond their budding romance, the letters have unearthed other fascinating family
history. | can trace my grandfather's journey across the country, and | learned that my
grandmother attended Reading High School—the very same school my paternal
grandparents attended! It gives me pause to imagine them all walking the same hallways, a
realization that adds a tantalizing layer of potential drama to our family story.

The letters also paint a vivid, and relatable, picture of teenage life at the time. Despite the
passionate words flying back and forth, Jeanne was still a fifteen-year-old with strict
parents and was often grounded—a feeling | remember all too well from my own youth.

- MISK-GREITINGS FROM THT ROCKY MTS., COLORASS

Y s

BUST TOURIST'S CORRISFOMDINCE CARD, CHICK ITEMS DOSERED.

Postcard sent by E.K. to J. R. L ity T Lo Tl it
stationed in Colorado, June 1947, il it
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Jeanne R. 1947
ancestry




FAMILY
BING(
NIGHT

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 4TH @ 5:15PM

All of our children's programs are
designed o be inclusive,
welcoming participants of all
abilities. If you require any
accommodations, please don't
hesitate to reach out to us at

=
A }4 0 RWA R D ethompson@northwaleslibrary.org.
-

‘7"' STAR PROGRAM

{3




/. WE ARE
~ CLOSED

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11"
RENOVATIONS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12"
RENOVATIONS
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Get into the Mardi Gras spirit at
North Wales Area Library and learn
all about the musical traditions of
the Crescent City and their
influence on popular music around
the world!

EE{VEANS' Through musical analysis, live
; = musical performance, and
AMERICA’S audience participation, the Patrick

MOF)%TRTANT Kerssen Trio will help bring some

MUSICAL CITY Mardi Gras up to Pennsylvania!l

AN
INTERACTIVE FEATURING
CONCERT THE
Iﬁ'rzegsléﬁ'%m BY PATRICK
NORTH WALES KERSSEN
AREA LIBRARY I TRIO

FEBRUARY 13TH,
2026 6:00-7:15

MORE INFORMATION AT
HTTPS://WWW.NORTHWALESLIBR
ARY.ORG AND
PATRICKKERSSENPIANO.COM

233 S. SWARTLEY STREET, NORTH WALES PA 19454
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DO YOU HAVE AN ANCESTOR WHO FOUGHT IN THE
REVOLUTIONARY WAR?
HISTORY BUFF? + GENEALOGY ENTHUSIAST? + LOVED

KEN BURNS' AMERICAN REVOLUTION SERIES?

7' SESSION: FEBRUARY 19, 2026
@6:30 PM IN OUR COMMUNITY ROOM

TOPIC 2: REDISCOVERED PATRIOTS

TOO OFTEN THE STORIES WE HEAR ABOUT THE SOLDIERS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
ONLY INCLUDE THE WHITE MAN. DID BLACKS, NATIVE AMERICANS, AND MELUNGEON'S
FIGHT IN THE WAR? WHY? LEARN HOW THEY WERE TREATED. DISCOVER WHICH SIDE THEY
FOUGHT FOR. UNCOVER STORIES OF SOME EXCEPTIONAL BLACKS, MULATTO'S, NATIVE
AMERICANS AND MELUNGEON’'S WHO SERVED IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.

PRESENTED BY DR. SUSANNE JOHNSTON
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE $20 DR. JOHNSTON'’S HANDY

REVOLUTIONARY GUIDE
+

=SV ~0
STEP BACK IN TIME AND RELIVE
HISTORY LIKE NEVER BEFORE!




TRIVIAW/QUIZZO GUYS!

FRIDAY -
2OTH LIGHT SNACKS PROVI DEDK

FEB.2026 ' TICKET PURCHASE REQUIRED

FREE PARKING AREA, DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 PM
NWAL -233S.SWARTLEY ST. NORTH WALES

https://givebutter.com/LcgTwi
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: TEEN
MOVIE
NIGHT

FEATURED FILM:
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SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 21°

STER ONLINE CONTAC
QUESTIONS -
®NSKINNER@NORTHWALESLIBRARY.OR



WOMEN'’S CENTER OF

MONTGOMERY COUNTY'S
YOUNG ADULT BOOK CLUB

ARD FINALIST FOR HOMEY. BABY. SWEETHEART ‘

CALEN

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO REGISTER!!

WOMEN'S
CENTER

= 9 Montgomery County

In coordination with the Montgomery County Public Library System
(MCLINC), High School District Librarians, and community bookstores,
WCMC will lead a county wide book club, featuring the book Stay by

Author Deb Caletti.

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. In February the
center will be making it's way through the county to conduct “Talk
Sessions”. Stay is a story about a young girl names Claire who is in an
abusive relationship.

The goal is to help teens understand that all decisions that young
adults make can shape their future selves, including understanding
healthy versus unhealthy relationships. Learning about power and
control in relationships at this stage of their dating experience can
aid students in recognizing the warning signs or red flags of an
abusive relationship.

Monday, February 23 - 4pm - 5pm
North Wales Area Library
Email Nicole with questions:

North Wales Area
BIWA4A  nskinner@northwalesarealibrary.org




FEBRUARY 27™
@ 11:15AM

MOVIE
AND A

PICNIC \

Fun for kids to
play, eat and
watch a movie




TEEN ‘
R TAG
 NIGHT

EBRUARY 2 TH

5:30PM-7P M
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=
2

BREGISTRATION
REQUIRED
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BUILDING TOMORROWS TALES

JULY 6-10 & 13-17

e NORTH WALES AREA LIBRARY

REGISTRATION IS OFFICIALLY OPEN!

TO ENROLL, USE LINK:

WEEK #1 - HTTPS://GIVEBUTTER.COM/2BK9SE
WEEK #2 - HTTPS://GIVEBUTTER.COM/LRUELTI

Each of the two weeks will have different
curriculum, if you wish to register a child for
both weeks, please use each link to register.

o Wor
d =vle
QQ - 0 STEAM Adventure
3V Jeo
D, 7.Q P'A PENNSYLVANIA
*ys_‘_o%'\ FO RWAR i LIBRARIES




WOMEN LEADING THROUGH
CHANGE & INNOVATION

eeee
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
North Wales Arts & Cultural Center

+ (XX X +
8$60.00 PER REGISTRATION

https://givebutter.com/Om9emP

|LIBRARY

Support NORTH WALES AREA
LIBRARY

Use your phone's camera to scan the QR

code below

Or visit:
https:f/givebutter.com/Om9emP

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
NORTH W ALES AREA LIBRARY

T laner o Wornen's #@7 w?m'#i
Event Highlights:
10:00 AM | Panel Discussion:
« Hear from a distinguished panel of local leaders as they
explore today's most pressing topics:
o Leadership Across Generations: Connecting the
histories of influential women to the challenges leaders
face today.

o Balancing Advocacy and Action: Turning societal
challenges into tangible, community-based solutions.

12:30 PM | Catered Lunch:
Connect with panelists and fellow attendees over a delicious
lunch, included with your ticket.

1:30 PM | Al for Positive Impact Workshop:
« Join Dr. Ewa J. Kleczyk for an engaging workshop on
harnessing the power of artificial intelligence to create
positive change in our professional and community lives.

Morth Wales Area

CIvIC AND SOCIAL
LITERACY
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Monthly Calendars

See

General Calendar

other side for

Children/Teen Calendar

Monday Tuesday  Wednesday = Thursday Friday Saturday
Mahjong Mahjong/Canasta Canasta 12pm
lpm L2pm Movie Matinee
lpm
P Love your Library
8 9 10 11 12 & #
Mahjong . ml .-..’mm'I Library Closed Library Closed Canasta 12pm Hﬂ P?
Fasa ;""‘ i Uiz Hanbidgo Mobile for for Renovations Rhythms of VALENTINES
v Arts 1pm Office 1130am HaRaA GBS Upper Gvymedd Resjlience @ 5pm A Yv
Swedesford Garden | Friends Meating Zoom PRSI A ‘%
Club :30pm i 6:30pm % | AT Program 3pm*
15 16 17 18 19 21
Library Closed ¥EBlood Drive Enﬂmi:t:'l 12pm Board
for Presidents’ | Mahjeng/Canasta ) Th 1-5:”1"‘.1[ 0¥ pr:x i) AngiEsne
Da - Zepm: Jayme’s Divtimé Book ough Anti-Valentine's = 12pm
¥ .: Jayne's Evening Book C?l:rl: T"“"“.’;E’, Eﬁﬂ‘pm Day Trivia Gprm 4%
¢ cub pm = I |
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Mall;j:ng Mahjong/Canasta Plot “’é‘;;‘n& Pour Canasta 12pm
12pm h Wales Li
Jayne's Cookbook Homn r;’;':m‘;" ary Movie Matinee
Club 6:30pm G:30pm

*Events with an asterisk

require registration which

can be found on our website
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Children/Teen Calendar
See other side for
General Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 Mlssa\"ckl's i4 . 5 6 Take Your Child To
*Kindergarten Time Framiiy Singa Miis Bilira Storybook Sprouts MheilRvary Bay
Prep 10am 'nhsw‘ﬁacﬂe Story Time 10:30am ‘_T‘.a" ']2
TNam STEAM “spm llam el s
10:30am Nom-12pmn
8 9 10 1 @ 12 13 onddd
s ' *one in Ma
pWACK Kindorgarten [ Aoy Time |, Uibraryclosdd | ubraryclosdd g oo | vom-izpm
';“P 1oam Ao, for Ao, for i Chesstis
..\Q,H’IH S 'T"dd"]’]';ﬂ"g Sing [« panovations | ““Renovations Al program*
© Libiu%losed Mi I‘I ki Hms;lsool Lunch v 20 on rzlhlmh
for Presidents’ it " Miss Erin's Sprouts *Onein
- Story Time Bunch 12:30pm Story Time bl el Hlam-12pm
¥y oy *Toddler Movemeng Mam *Toddler Sing Sin *Teen Movie Night
STEAM Tlam g35ing et
4 10:30am *Girls Who Code -5pm Nam P
22 23 24 26 ZZ 28
*Kindergarten Mantgomery Miss Erin's Sprouts *One in Math
Prep Miss Vicki's Twp Storytime Smr;y Time 10:30am Nlam=12pm
I 5 Time 10am Nam Movie and a Pienie A
A E:;”; b 1am *Toddler Art *Power of the Pen i15am. Chess Club
= u ’ Bpm *Teen Laser Tag M .
Apm Ko @ 5:30-7pm Al Frogram

*Events with an asterisk
require registration which

can be found on our website

North Wales Area
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:c1483115-6893-4700-b5ee-db08b9272ed3
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:cb513374-c3f8-40a5-a809-53893160a522

